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Why Search Engines Hate Frames

This paper deal s wi th a problem that  we encounter wi th many cl ients:  Web si tes that

look good superf ic ial ly are not  picked up by search engines.  In some cases we

discov er  that  the web design i s based on f rames – something search engines don’t

l ike at  al l .

Please be warned: The nex t  l ines wi l l  get  qui te technical .  If  you’re not  HTML-savvy

and don’t  want to know about f ramesets and f rames, simply apply the fol lowing simple

rule:  I f  you want to be listed in search e ngines to ensure higher traf f ic to your

web si te,  don’ t  use f rames .  Unfortunately,  not  using f rames does not  ensure being

l isted,  but  that ’s another story.

To explain the inherent  problems associated wi th f rames, we wi l l  use the fol lowing

example:  A web si te’s home page uses f rames.  The upper f rame represents the

nav igat ion bar,  the lower f rame  the content  (a typical  setup).  W hen the user cl icks on

a l ink located in the lower f rame; the lower f rame wi l l  be updated,  whi le the upper

f rame wi l l  stay unchanged.

This looks al l  too fami l iar,  as many si tes use thi s technique.  The problem wi l l  get

very tangible once you t ry to bookmark the second web page (f rames A and C).

Apparent ly,  both web pages (A/B and A/C) hav e the same URL (ht tp: / /www.site.com/).

If  you type that  URL into your browser,  you wi l l  get  the f i rst  web page (f rames A and

B),  but  not  the second one;  there is no URL for the second web page (f rames A and

C).

http://www.site.com/

Frame #1: Navigation
http://www.site.com/navi.html

Frame #2: Content Home Page
http://www.site.com/content.html

Frame #1: Navigation
http://www.site.com/navi.html

Frame #2: About this site
http://www.site.com/about.html

http://www.site.com/

Clicking a link on home page
updates lower frame

A
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This is one of  the main reasons why search engines don’t  l ike f rames: For most  of

the web pages that  „human users“ might  be v iewing in thei r  browser by cl icking around

and fol lowing l inks,  there simply is no URL ( in our example:  there is no URL for f rames

A/C) – and unfortunately search engines need a URL for ev ery web page in thei r  index .

One could argue that  search engines could index  single f rames (A,  B,  C) instead of

whole f ramesets.  Actual ly,  some search engines index  f ramesets this way.  But  this

varies f rom search engine to search engine.

Thus,  to make sure that  search engines can index  your si te you should av oid

f rames. In most  cases the same web design can be achiev ed by using HTML tables,

so,  by thinking ahead, there usual ly isn’t  ev en a compel l ing reason for using f rames.

About Bloofusion

The Bloofusion Group (www.bloofusion.com) is a one-stop outsourcing partner that

generates onl ine leads and increases sales for corporat ions.  Located in Si l icon Val ley,

Bloofusion has a unique combinat ion of  technology and market ing experience to

augment prof i ts by increasing web si te t raf f ic, implement ing communi ty market ing,

prov iding compet i t iv e intel l igence and v arious other onl ine & of f l ine act iv i t ies.

Bloofusion dif ferent iates i tsel f  f rom other companies by prov iding customized,  global

onl ine solut ions that  boost  sales whi le prov iding brand v alue for the products and

serv ices.

If  you need any help wi th your si te,  please don’t  hesi tate to contact  us for a f ree

quote (ht tp: / /www.bloofusion.com/free_quote/) .

We look forward to hearing f rom you.


